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BURREN NATURE SANCTUARY ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY

To allow people of all ages to engage with the unique biodiversity of
the Burren.

To foster a love for nature.

To inspire people to cherish, respect, and conserve our natural
heritage for a sustainable future.

To introduce people to the Burren by providing an accessible place
to engage with nature.

To build on the National Collection of Burren Flora, Trails, and
Exhibits.

To educate people in nature conservation through an enjoyable
experience.

We are devoted to mitigating the biodiversity emergency.

At the Burren Nature Sanctuary, our mission is to engage visitors with
nature to foster respect and responsibility, while operating our
business sustainably.

We are committed to raising awareness about sustainability among
staff, suppliers, and visitors. Our staff undergo ongoing training on
sustainability, the natural history of the Burren, and our environmental
policy.

We are 100% committed to:

Environmental good practices and related principles.
Monitoring and measuring our impacts.

Cooperating with others to ensure social and environmental
benefits for local communities, visitors, and the region itself.

Sustainable Practices Include:

Organic polytunnel and composting of waste.

Green building with high insulation, air-to-water heat pump, and
rainwater harvesting system.

High-spec wastewater system with sand filter.

25 acres dedicated to conservation and wildlife sanctuary.

We pride ourselves on being an equal opportunities employer and
strive for inclusiveness and accessibility in all areas.

We are proud participants in the Burren and Cliffs of Moher UNESCO
Global Geopark Code of Practice for Sustainable Tourism, a framework
that guides our operations toward best practices in:

Working Together: Collaborating with all stakeholders to collectively
develop the Geopark as a sustainable tourism destination.

A Cared-For Landscape: Actively participating in conserving our
natural and cultural heritage.

A Well-Understood Heritage: Offering quality information and
interpretation to communicate our stories and the unique character of
our place to guests.

Vibrant Communities: Ensuring that tourismn makes a positive social
contribution so that it benefits our community as well as our guests.
We aim to make our services available to the widest possible audience.

Strengthened Livelihoods: Contributing to the local economy by
maintaining and supporting local employment, sourcing services and
produce locally wherever possible, and engaging with other
businesses in promoting our region as a sustainable tourism
destination.

Sustainable Environmental Management: Working to an

Environmental Action Plan, which includes targets for improvement
that are reviewed annually. We have effective systems for monitoring
and adequately managing our waste, water, wastewater, and energy.

By adopting this Code of Practice, we commit to a process of
continuous improvement in sustainable tourism practice.

In 2023, our per-person targets included:

Increasing recyclable waste by 10%.

Reducing energy consumption by 10% (solar grant applied for with
Burren Ecotourism Network).

Reducing treated water consumption by 10% (improved rainwater
harvesting).

Increasing green purchasing by 10% and adding more locally made
stock to the gift shop.

Increasing use of sustainable transport by 10% (EV purchased;
charger planned for 2024).

Visitor numbers are counted using armbands as entrance tickets.

We aim to reduce the consumption of treated water per visitor and
continue water-saving efforts in our kitchen.

A “by weight” billing system is in place.

Kitchen waste is weighed and goes to compost, pigs, or chickens.
Menu reduction in 2025 led to zero kitchen waste.

Unsold baked goods are shared with staff or late customers.

Use of recyclable napkins, gloves, and J cloths.

Effective building insulation.

LED light replacement throughout.

Solar panels

Use of cold water rinsing during wash-up.

1,000 native trees planted in winter 2022 (donated by Rainforest
Nation) to offset carbon.

25 acres of undisturbed sanctuary.

Burren Botany Bubble preserves native flora.

Recognized as Best Nature Attraction ROI 2023 by the European
Travel Awards.

Participate in “Adopt a Hedgerow” — clearing 1 km of road from
Kinvara to our gate annually.

Visitors include families, tourists on the Wild Atlantic Way, and
education groups.

The T-mile nature walk covers five Burren habitats.

Interpretation through trained staff, signs, maps, website, and a
guided audio tour.

Reference books for staff development and training.

Feedback via comment cards, lobby visitor book, and online surveys.
Signage continues to be updated and improved.

Visitor Interpretation Award - Burren & Cliffs of Moher Geopark
(2014).

Leave No Trace Award - Burren & Cliffs of Moher Geopark (2014).
Business for Biodiversity Award — National Biodiversity Conference
(2019).

Runner-up — Burren Botany Bubble biodiversity project (Bord Gais
competition).



